
 

 

 

Chairman’s Corner                                                                                                     June 2018  

 
What a very tiring 4 days the Bath and West Show always contrives to be. But from it comes a glow of satisfaction 
that we as an organisation have given many thousand boys and girls of all ages some fun and made some useful 
“Dosh” which keep us in good order for the coming year. 
 
It was very hard work for all who participated, with long hours, sustained by wonderful catering, breakfasts of bacon, 
egg, sausage and a fresh bap, who could ask for more! All cooked (as with the glorious cakes that followed later in 
the day) with love and great skill by the ladies who so kindly give of their time to the club. Dear Ladies a big thank 
you to you all. And not forgetting the ticket sellers, who really do the business for us! 
 
From my point of view, it is good to see the way members worked together - this is really what being a member is all 
about, for this way we all benefit, well done everyone. 
 
Once we have tidied up the club in the after event, we really must get back to enjoying playing trains on a 
Wednesday afternoon, that’s really what we are here for. Thank you to everyone for making this year’s event such a 
success.                                                                     Thank you, enjoy!                             Robin Duys. 
 

Bath and West Main Show 2018               May 30th, 31st, June 1st, June 2nd 

 
A big thank you is due to the members who use their engines for the benefit of the society.  St. Leonard, Hal, Centaur 
and Primrose worked tirelessly and superbly over the four days alongside our club locos Mendip and Shepton. Thank 
you to Tim Marshall, Roger Hill Cottingham, Brian Wilson, Roger Dennis, Roy Procter, Jon Banfield and Stuart Bond 
for their sterling contribution. Well done also to the PICs: Eric Lindsay, David Hale, Robin Duys and George White. 
 
Overheard recently at departures: Automated message (in a loud, stentorian voice) in case of emergency there will 
be no oxygen masks. At arrivals: All change, the exit is behind you and don’t forget to take your children.  
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An interesting wooden gift Brian and Roger and a little bit of turtle wax 



 
Congratulations to Richard and Joan Ashdown who celebrated 
their 56th wedding anniversary during the show! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roy with Centaur at arrivals Cleaning patrol, led by Tom 

Clive with Mendip at departures Four men thinking 

Eric, or is it Mary Poppins? Preparing for the day 



 
A special thanks to Andrea Lipscombe and Tom Yardley 

who took holiday leave to help at the show. 
 
 

 

Next public running is at the Classic Car 
Show on June 16th and 17th. Please let 
Alan Bridger know as soon as possible if 
you can help.  
Thanks in advance. 
alanwb@talktalk.net  

 

 

Bath & West Main show passenger statistics 

2018 Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday Total for 
show 

Tickets sold      

Singles 1150 1391 1741 1837  

Multi ride 303 320 516 384  

Daily Total 1453 1711 2257 2221 7642 

2017 Totals 2057 2475 2223 1841 8596 

Stuart and the Pink Band 

The last train back in the shed 

6.30, Saturday afternoon – thank you everyone 

mailto:alanwb@talktalk.net


Wheelchair carriage update June 2018 

Your committee is pleased to announce that we have now reached the target purchase price in grants offered by 
local benefactors and from money generated from the sale of bacon butties and some surplus items. 

The latest grant has come from the Thatchers Foundation, Anne 
Thatcher to visit us on the Thursday during main show to learn first-
hand about us and our railway. She was given a tour of our facilities 
in addition to information about what we do and how we interact 
with the local community. She was especially interested in the work 
done over the winter on Safeguarding Policy and was very 
supportive that we will now use this to work with local special 
schools such as the one on Bath & West site. 

Our first and other major benefactor Michael Eavis brought his family to 
our railway on the Saturday of the main show. During a short discussion 
he asked that he be kept informed of our progress and that he be allowed 
to view the carriage after it arrives. He also agreed that a suitable logo 
should be placed on the wagon to recognise his donation along with 
Thatchers Foundation. We have yet to approach Somerset Community 
Foundation to find out whether they would like to be included, or 
recognise the origin of the money coming from Frampton’s. 

One of the key tasks that now lies ahead is how to advertise this new 
capability to the wheelchair users both around the club house and in the 
wider community. We need to ensure that maximum use is made of this 
new acquisition, and this is where you the membership come in. We need 
your ideas on how to promote the carriage (your committee is not always 
best placed to come up with winning ideas), please give it some thought 
and let us know how you feel we can best promote the carriage. Brian Wilson 

A Simple Electric Point Operating System.    

 
Background.  
It is several years since the upper yard was completed at the Bath and West 
Railway by those members most interested in 5" ground level, and shortly 
afterwards a second (lower) yard was added.  From the start, access to the main 
line involved a rather complicated process, the Yardmaster first having to call up 
the signal box requesting permission to allow a train onto the main line.   Then, the access point on the main line 
could be set in favour of the five inch yards, with an interlinked point allowing exit from the yards.  However, the 
train had to be reversed onto the main line.  This all took time, and was not entirely satisfactory as it held up any 
trains already on the main line.   Leaving the main line to access the five inch yards of course required a similar 
operation although as the train would be travelling forwards it could be achieved slightly quicker. 
 
Following discussions with the signalling department it was agreed to make and insert a facing point near to the 
lower yard allowing access to the main line to obviate the need for reversing.  However, there were a couple of 
concerns.  Firstly, since the new point would be a considerable distance from the signal box, and as all main line 
points on the railway were operated pneumatically, it would be impractical to extend the air line that far.  Secondly, 
those running the signal box were not too happy to allow a distant yardmaster to operate the new point since being 
a facing point, if left in favour of the five inch yards, a derailment to a train already on the main line could occur.  The 
solution was to install point detection which would inform the signalmen of the state of the point, and to install a 
signal on the main line some way prior to the new point. 

The next question was how would the point be activated?  Conventional lever operation was immediately rejected, 
so another solution was sought.  Our main line is 32mm high flat bottomed steel rail, so a fairly powerful operand 
was called for.  Consideration was given to methods used elsewhere such as car wiper motors and so on, but again 
failed to gain support for varying reasons.  I had myself experimented with car door locking motors intending to use 
them on the track in my own garden made from 16mm aluminium rail.  However, I had found that they tend to 



"bounce" at the end of the stroke so it was not possible to guarantee that the point blades would always finish their 
travel against the appropriate stock rail and in any case would probably not have sufficient power for our situation. 

 

 

 

The Solution.   

On that well known internet sales site I came across Linear Actuator Motors.  These are apparently used as door and 
window closers, generally intended for operation on 12 volts, available with a range of stroke lengths, and relatively 
inexpensive at around £20 or so each.  The shortest available stroke when I made my purchase was 50mm, although I 
have recently found one with a stroke of only 20mm which might have been more suitable for our application.   A 
major consideration was that these units have a built in limit switch to stop at each end of the travel, and claim to be 
built to IP54.   
 
The ram is 20mm in diameter, and has a cross drilled hole about 10mm from the end.  With a tommy bar through 
this hole, and with care, the ram can be unscrewed from the body of the unit, mounted in the 3-jaw chuck, centre 
drilled, drilled 5mm, and tapped M6.  Into this hole is fitted a short length of M6 studding to carry a clevis fork. 

In order to provide further protection for the unit, it is mounted in a short length of 100x50mm Univolt plastic 
trunking cut to 186mm long, a 6mm hole is drilled in the bottom of the trunking 25mm in from one end, and 25mm 
in from the edge.  This is to locate the actuator (which itself has a 6mm mounting hole) in the trunking.  The trunking 
is fitted with two end caps.  One is drilled to a suitable size to take a rubber grommet through which the actuator's 
electrical cable will pass, whilst the other is to accommodate a shouldered bush through which the ram will pass.  
The hole should be centred 25mm from the side of the end cap, and 27mm from the bottom edge – i.e. on the 
horizontal centre line.  The size of this hole will obviously depend on the size of the bush. 

Ideally the bush should be turned from PTFE or nylon rod to reduce friction on the ram, but to be a close fit on the 
ram to avoid the ingress of water.  This end cap can now be permanently fitted into the trunking using a suitable PVC 
glue. 



The trunking needs to be fitted on a suitable base plate.  I used a piece of 6mm acrylic sheet 280mm long and 110 
wide which has proved to be very satisfactory.  A 6mm hole is drilled 25mm from one end, and 25mm from the edge 
of the baseplate.  This hole should coincide with the hole drilled through the bottom of the trunking to locate the 
actuator.   

Diagonally opposite, a second 6mm hole is drilled, 40m from the end, and 10mm from the edge.  Both holes in the 
baseplate should be countersunk on the underside. 

The actuator can now be fitted into the trunking with the ram passing through the bush in the front end cap.   A 
countersunk M6 screw should be passed up through the baseplate, through the hole in the trunking, and through the 
mounting hole in the actuator with a 17mm long spacer to keep the unit level, and a nyloc nut fitted but not over 
tight as the actuator must be allowed to pivot by a small amount.  The electrical cable is passed through the rubber 
grommet in the front end cap, and the other end cap can be glued in place.  The top of the trunking can be clipped 
into place, and It is suggested that silicone mastic be applied to all of these mating surfaces to ensure a watertight 
seal.   

Since our first unit was installed in mid-2017 it has been subjected to the vagaries of the weather, and has been 
submerged twice when the brook alongside our track overtopped its banks.  There were no problems when it was 
first used this year.  Out of curiosity, the top of the trunking was removed, and there were no signs of water having 
accessed the box.    

As mentioned, the actuator ram moves 50mm between extremes of travel. The blades on our point work move 
15mm, so to provide the required movement, a simple bell-crank arrangement has been used.  The bell-crank can be 
made from 3mm thick aluminium with a 6mm hole for the pivot, a 6mm hole at 75mm centres from the pivot along 
one arm, and a further 6mm hole at 15mm centres along the other arm.  

An M6 countersunk screw passing up through the baseplate, through a 20 mm long spacer and secured with an M6 
nut provides the pivot for the bell-crank, and the bell-crank is secured with a lightly tightened nylok nut.   A suitable 
pin is passed through the clevis on the end of the actuator ram and through the bell-crank, with the other end of the 
bell-crank connected to the point blades. 

This all sounds rather complicated for what is effectively a very simple mechanism. Hopefully with the accompanying 
drawings, and pictures of the unit in situ, all will become clear. 

The baseplate of the unit is screwed down to a concrete pad cast alongside the track, and the actuator is connected 
to a 12volt battery by way of a DPDT toggle switch wired to allow the actuator to be operated providing "normal" 
and "reverse" positions of the point blades.  When operated, the blades move fairly slowly, but very positively, and 
lock firmly at both ends of the travel without the need for any additional security measures.   

Finally, as can be seen from one of the photographs, the whole unit is protected from big feet by a cover folded from 
aluminium sheet with hazard markings applied to the surface screwed to the concrete pad.  David Hale.  (May 2018). 

 

Mendip Training   

Training to drive our club locomotive is underway. If you’d like to learn contact 
one of the committee. 

Ian in action at the Open Weekend.  

Subscription reminder 

At the recent Club Committee meeting the Secretary pointed out that there are 19 members that have still not 
renewed their membership. Some will have decided to not renew their membership which is always sad, but others 
for whatever reason have it still to do. 
 
Your committee decided unanimously that the old rule of six months grace in which to pay, (yes that is what it has 
been) is no longer a sensible method of collecting subs. Therefore, in the future, for this year only, any unpaid 
memberships, will have a grace period of two months from the publication of this newsletter. Thereafter all 
memberships must be paid within two months of the date due, viz by May 1st, or you will forfeit your membership. 
I am sure you all will agree this is a most reasonable request.      Thank you.                                 Robin Duys. (Chair)  



Magnifying headbands 
 
Some of us do not see small items as we used to. Such as re-grinding 1/16” drills so that they cut again! I have had a 
headband magnifier for many years, but it is one fixed, very close, magnification. Useful, but not very versatile. The 
advancing years caused me to look for something more useful. A search via Google showed that there are a number 
of more suitable devices available now. These range from those used by Doctors and Dentists costing £100s down to 
items less than £20. Suspecting that these sub £20 items would be rather shoddy, but not wishing to pay mega quids, 
I speculated on a Rolson visor LED Magnifier K29b from Machine Mart priced at £13.19. With Vat & P+P the bill was 
£18.18. (Product Code 040410390) 
 
It was well boxed and packed. It seems reasonably substantial, comes with 5 interchangeable lenses in their own little 
case and a small LED light, including batteries! In use I have found it a great help and commend it to those who have 
similar ageing sight difficulties.                                     Roy Procter          

 
Bristol ME Exhibition             17th – 19th August 2018  
The Bristol ME Exhibition is only two months away.  Last year’s exhibition was another good show for ESSMEE with 
many favourable comments regarding the stand and the fact that we made the 
effort to get ‘Mendip’ there. 

No such excessive effort this year though.  We are, however, thinking about 
taking Roger HC’s Garrett so we could have another noticeable exhibit.  We will 
need more, obviously, so give it some thought as to what you can contribute to 
your club stand.  It can be anything, it doesn’t have to be finished, it doesn’t have 
to be exceptional, it just needs to be of interest to fellow model engineers.  
If you’d like to help contact Stuart Bond. 

 

 

 

Welcome! 
We have two new ESSMEE members, David and Gillian Huxford of Midsomer Norton. They 
own a 5" gauge Simplex locomotive. We hope you enjoy being part of this friendly society. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Data Protection 

 

A final plea to all members: if you haven't already e-mailed or posted your confirmation slip to Peter Hibberd (as per 

the e-mail on 02/05) noting that you're happy for ESSMEE to continue using your personal data responsibly as per our 

GDPR policy, then unfortunately this wonderful newsletter will be the last you hear from us! 

 

Therefore, either send your confirmation slip to Peter without delay (as per the details on the slip), or sign the 

agreement form situated on the notice board in the running shed at the B&WR (alongside a copy of the GDPR policy) 

which will be there until the Classic Car Show public running ends. 

 

Many thanks, Tom Yardley 

 
 

Don’t forget that if you use the Amazon website our society 
can benefit financially. Just go through the link at the bottom 

of our homepage on the website each time you shop.  

http://www.essmee.org.uk/ 

http://www.essmee.org.uk/


 
 Dear Model Engineers, Lend Us Your Models!  
 
Here at Radstock Museum, the award-winning museum of Somerset 
Coalfield Life, we’re planning a temporary exhibition to celebrate model 
engineering and engineering models. Our show is scheduled to open on 
Feb 1 2019, and to run through until the end of April 2019. We don’t 

have nearly enough good engineering models in our own collections to make this happen, so we’re appealing to you, 
the West Country’s model engineers to help make our vision a reality, by lending us some of your models for the 
show. We’re not a big museum, so we will have to be selective about what we can take, and as we’re based in the 
heart of the old Somerset coalfield, firmly in S&D and GWR (North Somerset) territory our priority is to assemble a 
selection of models that is representative of this history.  
The Museum will have sole and final decision on what pieces are included in the exhibition. Your work will, of course 
be fully insured by the Museum and protected by our museum standard alarm systems while in our care.  
 
So we’re particularly interested in: 7.25” gauge locomotives: We’d like to have one or two large locomotive models 
(standard or narrow gauge), preferably with Radstock/North Somerset area associations to display in our downstairs 
exhibition area. We can accommodate engines up to about 1/2 ton weight x 8-10 ft long. 3.5” and 5” gauge railway 
models: Iconic S&D locomotives such as a 7F 2-8-0, an S&D ‘jinty’, a black 5, a 9F a 2P. Smaller types of GWR 
locomotive that might have been seen on the North Somerset Railway such as 57XX, 45XX, 14XX, Dean Goods, Collett 
Goods etc. Industrial locomotives (both standard and narrow gauge prototypes) either based on or typical of the 
colliery etc locomotives of the area. Rolling stock models, especially carriages and wagons with local connections.  
 
Other good things: Stationary engine models in any scale which represent colliery plant such as winding, pumping 
and haulage engines. We’d love to have some models of this kind based on local prototypes, but realise that’s a very 
big ask. Models of other colliery plant and equipment Working models of Bristol Channel steam ships and boats 
Aero-engines, and other IC engines. Models, particularly of Bristol engines, would be very welcome but other 
scratch-built engines, not scale models, are also of interest. Tools and equipment to allow us to recreate a typical 
model engineers’ workshop in the Museum. 
 
If you can help us with any of the items on our wish list or would like to know more about this project please get in 
touch. In the first place contact Richard Ellam, email richard@lminteractive.eclipse.co.uk or phone 01761 412 797 at 
any reasonable time. We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
With best wishes, Dr N D Hall, Chair, Somerset Coalfield Life at Radstock Museum 
 
Forthcoming events:   
 
June 16th and 17th Classic Car Show – public running – contact Alan if you can help alanwb@talktalk.net  
June 21st  Steam up at Alhampton with Stephen Wessel   

July 5th – 9th  No Access to the showground 

July 19th  Steam up at Rimpton with David Hale 
July 31st  New Wine – public running 
August 8th  New Wine – public running 
August 12th   Steam up at Ditcheat with Richard Ashdown 
 

Newsletter articles 
 
Have you been somewhere interesting, 
can you report on a project, or can you tell 
us about the club projects? Send it all to 
janiceapwhite@yahoo.com  
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